92	A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
The course of study to be offered by each faculty was
largely fixed by papal decree or university legislation
during the thirteenth century. The course in arts, which
occupied six years, included the texts on the liberal arts
mentioned for the monastic schools (see pp. 76 f.), and
several of the treatises of Aristotle as rapidly as they were
recovered. In the law course, Corpus Juris Civilis was
the authorized text for civil law, and the Decree of Gratian
for canon law. The faculty of medicine utilized the Greek
treatises by Hippocrates (c. 460-375 b.c.) and Galen
(c. 130-200 a.d.), the Canon of Avicenna (see p. 82), and
the works of certain Jewish and Salernitan physicians,
The students of theology put most of their time upon the
four books of Peter the Lombard's Sententiae (Fig. 11),
although the Bible was studied incidentally.
Methods and degrees. — The training of a medieval
student consisted not only in acquiring the subjects
mentioned, but in learning to debate upon them. The
acquisition of the subject-matter was accomplished
through lectures, which consisted in reading and explain-
ing the textbook under consideration (Fig, 13). Besides
the text itself, the teacher would read all the explanatory
notes, summaries, cross-references, and objections to the
author's statements, which often quite overshadowed the
original, and might even add a commentary of his own.
The passage was read slowly and repeated whenever
necessary. The whole exercise was carried on in Latin,
which had to be learned by the student before coming to
the university. The training in debate was furnished by
means of formal disputations, in which one student, or
group of students, was pitted against another (Fig. 12).
In these contests, which also were conducted in Latin,
not only were authorities cited, but the debaters might

